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Sodalitas Purpose Statement
 Sodalitas provides co-curricular enrichment in the study of history
emphasizing a Christian worldview for students in 3rd – 6th grade.
Sodalitas members meet regularly and participate in a wide variety of
activities to further their knowledge and deepen their interest in culture,
people, places and events throughout time.
To gain admittance into Sodalitas, students must successfully complete one of the following six assignments.  Complete descriptions and grading rubrics can be found on the school website: www.hillcountrychristianschool.org.  Select the Academics tab, then select School Forms.  The complete history timeline is also located under school forms.
Qualifying Assignment #1 - Memorization of Timeline(s)
Objective:  Through the systematic memorization of the timeline, students will learn key historical events and dates and understand that history is the logical systematic record of the human experience over time.  

Qualifying Assignment #2 - Tri-fold Display
Objective:  Students will increase their knowledge and understanding of an event or time period in history through the creation of a tri-fold display board.  

Qualifying Assignment #3 – Dramatic Presentation
Objective: Students will express their love for and understanding of history through the performance of a written script taken from a moment of a particular historical event or the life of a significant person in history.  

Qualifying Assignment #4 – Historical Speech
Objective: Students will memorize and recite a historical speech and gain an understanding of how the speech impacted history.

Qualifying Assignment #5 – 3-D Model Presentation
Objective:  Students will complete a 3-dimensional model of a historical structure or a 3-dimensional map of a battlefield in order to better understand the building processes, structural purposes, and relevant activities carried out, or to better understand the significance of placement, movement, advancement or retreat of troops in battle.

Qualifying Assignment #6 – Research Paper
Objective:  The student will build upon a love for and understanding of history by writing a paper about a historical event, historical figure or an explanation of a process such as the building of a pyramid or the construction of the Roman Coliseum.  

Students need to turn in their assignment choice to their homeroom teacher by Tuesday, September 6.  Projects will be evaluated the week of September 26 and qualifying students will be inducted into the Sodalitas History Club on Thursday, October 6.  Students will be notified of their acceptance into Sodalitas by Monday, September 3.
Monthly meetings will be held the second Wednesday of each month from 3:15-4:15 in room 4.110.  The first meeting will be held on October 12.  Students will also participate in a historical field study in the spring. 
Please detach and return by Tuesday, September 6 to your homeroom teacher.
Student Name:___________________________________
Grade:  __________________________

Assignment Choice:  ___________________________________________________________________
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Sodalitas Qualifying Assignment - #1
Memorization of Timeline(s)

Objective:  Through the systematic memorization of the timeline, students will learn key historical events and dates and understand that history is the logical systematic record of the human experience over time.  

Students will memorize the entire school-wide timeline consisting of 80 events and dates and demonstrate 90% mastery.  Students may either write the timeline or chant it.

The school-wide History Timeline can be found on the school website: www.hillcountrychristianschool.org.  Select the Academics tab, then select School Forms.  
The following are the testing and grading guidelines:

· All membership tests are given without prompts.  

· Students will be given a blank timeline sheet to complete that already includes event numbers if they choose to write it out.

· Each word in the event and date will be worth 1 point.  No partial credit for misspelled words or non-capitalized words will be given.  An average will be calculated based on the total number of events and dates missed.  
· If chanting the time line, the students must chant with 90% accuracy.

Sodalitas Qualifying Assignment - #2
Tri-fold Display
Objective:  Students will increase their knowledge and understanding of an event or time period in history through the creation of a tri-fold display board.  
Students will create a display board that includes the following:

3rd - 4th Grade

1. Title

2. Four Visual Images (drawings, magazine pictures, photos from Internet, etc.)

3. Information Paragraph

4. Biblical Worldview Paragraph

5. Author’s Point of View Paragraph (Reason author enjoys history and why topic was chosen)
6. Sources


5th – 6th Grade


Display board must include numbers 1-6 above with the addition of the following:

7.  History timeline (including topic and dates before and after event)
8. Interview summary of an expert in the field of history 
Students should be prepared to verbally walk the evaluation team through their project, clearly explaining each component and answering questions. 

Sodalitas Tri-Fold Display Board Rubric
3rd – 4th Grade
Name







Grade




Current Teacher





Historical Topic




	Category
	Excellent- 4
	Good- 3
	Fair- 2
	Poor- 1

	Title
	Title matches theme and encourages (hooks) observer to look at more information on the board
	Title matches theme
	Title vaguely matches theme
	Title has mistakes or does not match the theme

	Visual Images
	4 hand drawn or author generated designs that depict theme
	3 hand drawn or author generated designs that depict theme
	2 hand drawn or author generated designs that depict theme
	1 or less hand drawn or author generated designs that depict theme

	Information Paragraph
	Author’s content is clear with at least 5 detailed facts about topic
	Author’s content is clear with at least 4 detailed facts about topic
	Author’s content is clear with at least 3 detailed facts about topic
	Author shares 3 to 5 facts but they are not detailed or clearly written

	Biblical Worldview Paragraph
	Clearly describes how God used this person or event in history with biblical reference
	Clearly describes how God used this person or event in history with no biblical reference 
	Description of how God used this person or event is vague-no supporting evidence
	Very little connection between historical information and God

	Author’s Point of View Paragraph
	Author gives 2 purposeful reasons for love of history and 2 purposeful reasons for choosing theme 
	Author gives 3 purposeful reasons for love of history and reasons for choosing theme in some combination
	Author gives 1 reason for love of history and 1 reason for choosing theme
	Author gives reasons for love of history and for choosing theme in a vague manner

	Sources
	Clearly listed sources for all information and pictures
	Sources listed for written information only 
	Sources listed for visual information only
	Sources listed but difficult to read or understand

	Points
	
	
	
	


· 21 points or more are required for acceptance into Sodalitas.
Sodalitas Tri-Fold Display Board Rubric
5th- 6th Grade
Name






Grade




Current Teacher





Historical Topic






	Category
	Excellent- 4
	Good- 3
	Fair- 2
	Poor- 1

	Title
	Title matches theme and encourages (hooks) observer to look at more information on the board
	Title matches theme
	Title vaguely matches theme
	Title has mistakes or does not match the theme

	Visual Images
	4 hand drawn or author generated designs that depict theme
	3 hand drawn or author generated designs that depict theme
	2 hand drawn or author generated designs that depict theme
	1 or less hand drawn or author generated designs that depict theme

	Information Paragraph
	Author’s content is clear with at least 5 detailed facts about topic
	Author’s content is clear with at least 4 detailed facts about topic
	Author’s content is clear with at least 3 detailed facts about topic
	Author shares 3 to 5 facts but they are not detailed or clearly written

	Biblical Worldview Paragraph
	Clearly describes how God used this person or event in history with biblical reference
	Clearly describes how God used this person or event in history with no biblical reference 
	Description of how God used this person or event is vague-no supporting evidence
	Very little connection between historical information and God

	Author’s Point of View Paragraph
	Author gives 2 purposeful reasons for love of history and 2 purposeful reasons for choosing theme 
	Author gives 3 purposeful reasons for love of history and reasons for choosing theme in some combination
	Author gives 1 reasons for love of history and 1 reasons for choosing theme
	Author gives reasons for love of history and for choosing theme in a vague manner

	Sources
	Clearly listed sources for all information and pictures
	Sources listed for written information only 
	Sources listed for visual information only
	Sources listed but difficult to read or understand

	History Timeline
	Timeline shows a period in history with chosen event highlighted and includes 10 other events accurately depicted
	Timeline shows event with 8 other events accurately depicted
	Timeline shows event with 6 other events accurately depicted
	Timeline shows event with 4 or less other events accurately depicted

	Interview Summary
	Gives clear information about person being interviewed (i.e., name, credentials) and includes at least 7 questions and answers
	Gives clear information about person being interviewed (i.e., name, credentials) and includes at least 6 questions and answers
	Gives clear information about person being interviewed (i.e., name, credentials) and includes at least 5 questions and answers
	Gives clear information about person being interviewed (i.e., name, credentials) and includes at least 4 or less questions and answers

	Points
	
	
	
	


· 28 points or more are required for acceptance into Sodalitas. 


Sodalitas Qualifying Assignment - #3
Dramatic Presentation
Objective: Students will express their love for and understanding of history through the performance of a written script taken from a moment of a particular historical event or the life of a significant person in history.  

Students will write or type a short script in play format and then perform it with confidence and clarity using props and/or costumes to bring to life a particular historical event or a significant person in history. Students will be evaluated for the script along with the delivery of the presentation. 
Length of dramatic presentation should be 2-4 minutes for 3rd-4th graders and 3-5 minutes for 5th-6th graders.

Sodalitas Dramatic Presentation Rubric

Name







Grade




Current Teacher





Historical Topic




	Category
	Excellent- 4
	Good- 3
	Fair- 2
	Poor- 1

	Setting of Scene


	Scene is clearly stated and historically relevant
	Scene is generally stated and historically relevant
	Scene is historically relevant but not stated
	Scene is not stated; historical relevance is hard to determine 

	Script


	Script is written or typed in play format w/ proper grammar
	Script is written or typed w/proper grammar, no format 
	Script is written or typed, no format w/  5 or more mistakes
	Script is written or typed, no format w/ 10 or more mistakes

	Biblical Worldview


	Clearly stated with scripture reference, verse, and relevance
	Stated with verse and relevance
	Stated with scripture reference and relevance 
	Stated with only scripture reference

	Facial Expression


	Face shows the words and emotions being expressed
	Face shows most of the words and emotions expressed
	Face shows some of the words and emotions expressed
	Face shows little to no emotion being expressed

	Vocal Expression


	Articulates proper tone, inflection and volume w/ style
	Articulates and uses some inflection w/ good volume
	Does not articulate well, little inflection but good volume
	Does not articulate, no inflection w/ poor volume

	Poise


	Stands/ sits straight for  projection and moves smoothly
	Stands/ sits mostly straight to project and moves smoothly
	Stands/ sits slumped, poor projection, awkward movement
	Stands/ sits slumped, poor projection, no movement

	Eye Contact


	Looks at audience directly holding their attention
	Looks at audience mostly holding attention 
	Randomly looks at audience 
	Does not look toward audience

	Gestures


	Natural movements are consistent w/ character and script
	Natural movements are mostly consistent w/ script
	Movements are not natural but consistent w/ script
	Movements are not natural or consistent with script/character

	Pronunciation/ Enunciation


	Words are pronounced correctly and clearly
	Words are mostly pronounced clearly and correctly
	Words are pronounced correctly not clearly
	Words are mostly not pronounced clearly or correctly

	Flow


	Lines are smoothly said without pauses or interruptions
	Lines are mostly said w/out pauses or interruptions (1)
	Lines are said with many pauses or interruptions (2-3)
	Lines are clearly forgotten (4 or more pauses)

	Costume/Props


	Costume/ props are relevant to play and historically accurate  
	Costume/props are historically accurate to play, not relevant
	Costume/props are relevant, not historically accurate 
	No costume or props 

	Points


	
	
	
	


· 39 points or more are required for acceptance into Sodalitas.


Sodalitas Qualifying Assignment - #4
Historical Speech

Objective: Students will memorize and recite a historical speech and gain an understanding of how the speech impacted history.

Students will select a historical speech that impacted history to memorize and recite. The speech must be memorized without any prompts and include an introduction composed by the student. The introduction needs to include the name of the author of the speech, background information (such as the date and context), and a brief summary of the speech’s historical significance. The student also needs to explain the speech’s biblical worldview (describe how God used this person/speech in history and provide at least one scripture reference).  

The introduction, biblical worldview, and speech must be recited within the given time limit:


3rd and 4th grade: 1-2 minutes


5th and 6th grade: 2-3 minutes

The student may choose a selection from a speech instead of an entire speech in order to remain within the time limit.
To find speeches, you can go to www.americanrhetoric.com and click on Top 100 Speeches on the left menu.  On the right side of the page, you may click on either Top Speeches by Rank or Top Speeches by Decade.

Students may not use a speech they have previously memorized and recited for Speech Meet.
Sodalitas Historical Speech Rubric
Name







Grade




Current Teacher





Historical Topic






	Category
	Excellent- 4
	Good- 3
	Fair- 2
	Poor- 1

	Speech Selection
	Selection is historically significant and is given within the time limit

(1-2 min for 3rd and 4th grade; 2-3 min for 5th and 6th grade)
	Selection is historically significant, but is no more than 30 sec. under or over the time limit
	Selection is historically significant, but is more than 30 sec. under or over the time limit
	Selection is not historically significant 

	Introduction
	Introduction of author of speech, original speaker, background information, and brief summary of speech’s historical significance
	Introduction includes author, original speaker and background information
	Introduction includes author and original speaker 
	None given

	Biblical Worldview
	Student clearly describes how God used this person/speech in history and provides at least 1 scripture reference
	Student clearly describes how God used this person/speech in history
	Student describes how God used this person/speech in history, but is unclear
	None given 

	Expression
	Student enters into the thought and spirit of the selection, shows poise, and uses natural movements and eye contact
	Student enters into the thought and spirit of the selection, shows poise, but uses slightly unnatural movements and eye contact
	Student enters into the thought and spirit of the selection, but does not show poise or natural movements and eye contact
	Student does not enter into the thought and spirit of the selection

	Voice and Speech
	Student is clearly audible and understandable; no noticeable interruptions due to forgetfulness and/or prompting
	Student is clearly audible and understandable; 1 noticeable interruption due to forgetfulness and/or prompting
	Student is clearly audible and understandable; 2-3 noticeable interruptions due to forgetfulness and/or prompting
	Student is not clearly audible and difficult to understand; more than 3 noticeable interruptions due to forgetfulness and/or prompting

	Points


	
	
	
	


·  18 points or more are required for acceptance into Sodalitas. 


Sodalitas Qualifying Assignment - #5
Historical 3-D Model Presentation

Objective:  Students will complete a 3-dimensional model of a historical structure or a 3-dimensional map of a battlefield in order to better understand the building processes, structural purposes, and relevant activities carried out, or to better understand the significance of placement, movement, advancement or retreat of troops in battle.

Students will create a three dimensional model of a historically significant structure or a three dimensional model of a major battlefield.  Models will be assessed based on accuracy and depth of detail, complexity of structure, labeling or a map legend, reflection of adequate research, and size requirements.  Models should be no smaller than 1 ½’x1 ½’ and no larger than 3’x3’.  No model may be taller than 3’.  
Students will be asked to orally present their model to a panel of judges as a portion of their score and clearly describe how God used this event or person.
Sodalitas Historical 3-D Model Presentation Rubric

Name






Grade



Current Teacher





Historical Topic






	Category
	Excellent- 4
	Good- 3
	Fair- 2
	Poor- 1

	Size: no smaller than 1 ½’ x1 ½’x1 ½’; no larger than 3’x3’x3’
	Model MUST meet size criterion to receive these points
	
	
	

	Labels/Legend
	All areas are accurately labeled with name and purpose; movements of troops or battles are clearly and correctly labeled 
	No more than 1 area is incorrectly or not labeled; troops/movements not clearly designated 
	More than 2 areas are incorrectly labeled or unlabeled.
	No labeling of any kind is present 

	Materials and details
	Model clearly resembles actual; attention is given to differentiation between materials, scale is maintained, moving parts move; furniture, tools, materials are represented; model is multi-level cross-section or has removable roof/levels. Attention is given to exterior environment; troop types (cavalry, infantry, etc…)and movements represented accurately
	movable objects are represented but are immovable; materials are representative rather than actual (paper that looks like stone or wood, etc…);  scale slightly exaggerated or minimized; troops present but undesignated; exterior environment represented generally
	Materials not accurately represented; doors and windows are drawn not cut; exterior environment minimal; structure is not standing erect/solid; scale greatly skewed; detail is too general; topography does not reflect landscape (map)
	Materials inaccurately represented;  model will not stand; model in any way copied or reproduced 

	Oral Presentation
(Student may use handwritten note cards)
	Student is able to clearly communicate construction of model, building processes of actual, purposes of and activities relevant to areas; student is able to discuss battle, troop movements, advances and retreats represented by map; student clearly articulates a biblical worldview; student clearly demonstrates adequate research of subject; student demonstrates completion of MAJORITY of work
	Student communicates construction of model with no more than one prompt; student communicates purposes and activities relevant to areas with no more than one prompt; Student communicates general movements of troops, etc… with no more than one prompt; students states a biblical worldview; student demonstrates research of subject; student demonstrates completion of MAJORITY of work
	Student requires 2 or more prompts to explain building process for model, purposes and activities relevant to areas; student requires 2 or more prompts to discuss map, movements, etc…; student requires prompting to give a biblical worldview; student does not demonstrate adequate research of subject; student demonstrates completion of portions of work
	Student struggles to communicate construction, purposes, activities, troop movements, etc even with prompting; no biblical worldview given; student demonstrates lack of research into subject; student demonstrates lack of participation in completion of project

	Points
	
	
	
	


14 points or more are required for acceptance into the Sodalitas. 


Sodalitas Qualifying Assignment - #6
Historical Research Paper

Objective:  The student will build upon a love for and understanding of history by writing a paper about a historical event, historical figure or an explanation of a process such as the building of a pyramid or the construction of the Roman Coliseum.  

Students will write a paper following the guidelines below.

3rd - 4th Grade
The paper must be hand written and a minimum of three paragraphs.  Part of the evaluation process will include legibility, mechanics, grammar and the inclusion of the following:

Paragraph One: Descriptive Paragraph - This paragraph clearly communicates your topic.  It should have a topic sentence, three points and their supporting sentences, followed by a concluding sentence.
Paragraph Two: Significance Paragraph – This paragraph explains how and why this event, person or demonstration is historically significant.  It should have a minimum of 3 reasons explaining how or why your topic is important.
Paragraph Three: Biblical Worldview Paragraph – This paragraph should clearly describe how God used this event, person or idea.  You may want to explain whether or not this person, event, idea helped impact the world for Jesus Christ.  If so, how?  It should be supported with Scripture references.
Sources Page: A list of sources on a separate sheet of paper that were used to write your paper.

5th - 6th Grade
The paper must be typed by the student and a minimum of five paragraphs with a bibliography page.  The evaluation will include the paper being typed, flow, mechanics, grammar and the inclusion of the following:

3 Descriptive Paragraphs: These paragraphs should flow with one another and clearly communicate your topic.  Each paragraph should have the major components of a paragraph.
1 Significance Paragraph: This paragraph explains how and why this event, person or demonstration is historically significant.  It should have a minimum of 4 reasons explaining how or why your topic is important.
1 Biblical Worldview Paragraph: This paragraph should clearly describe how God used this event, person or idea.  You may want to explain whether or not this person, event, idea helped impact the world for Jesus Christ.  If so, how?  It should be supported with Scripture references. 
Bibliography Page: This page should be separate and set up accordingly for your grade level. 
Sodalitas Historical Research Paper Rubric
3rd – 4th Grade
Name







Grade




Current Teacher





Historical Topic






	Category
	Excellent- 4
	Good- 3
	Fair- 2
	Poor- 1

	Content
	All paragraphs are clearly communicated
	2 of the paragraphs are clearly communicated
	1 of the paragraphs is clearly communicated
	Paragraphs are not clearly communicated

	Paragraph Structure
	Paragraphs have appropriate structure and content is well supported
	Evidence does not clearly support content
	Content is supported by limited evidence
	Evidence is unrelated to content

	Biblical 

Worldview
	Clearly describes God’s presence in topic and is supported with scripture references
	Clearly describes God’s presence in topic but is not supported with scripture references
	Biblical worldview is not clear in this topic but has some scripture references
	Biblical worldview is not clear and is missing the scripture references

	Sources/

Bibliography Page
	This page is clearly evident and accurate
	This page is evident but is not accurate 
	
	This page is not evident

	Legibility
	Excellent handwriting
	Legible handwriting
	Writing is not legible in places
	Writing is not legible

	Mechanics & Grammar
	Paragraphs have no errors in punctuation, capitalization and/or spelling
	Paragraphs have 1 or 2 punctuation, capitalization and/or spelling errors
	Paragraphs have 3 to 5 punctuation, capitalization and/or spelling errors
	Paragraphs have 6 or more punctuation, capitalization and/or spelling errors

	Points
	
	
	
	


·  21 points or more are required for acceptance into Sodalitas.
Sodalitas Historical Research Paper Rubric
5th-6th Grade
Name







Grade




Current Teacher





Historical Topic






	Category
	Excellent- 4
	Good- 3
	Fair- 2
	Poor- 1

	Content
	All paragraphs are clearly communicated
	4 of the paragraphs are clearly communicated
	3 of the paragraphs are clearly communicated
	Paragraphs are not clearly communicated

	Paragraph Structure
	Paragraph has appropriate structure and content is well supported
	Evidence does not clearly support content 
	Content is supported by limited evidence
	Evidence is unrelated to content

	Biblical 

Worldview
	Clearly describes God’s presence in topic and is supported with scripture references
	Clearly describes God’s presence in topic but is not supported with scripture references
	Biblical worldview is not clear in this topic but has some scripture references
	Biblical worldview is not clear and is missing the scripture references

	Sources/

Bibliography Page
	This page is clearly evident and accurate
	This page is evident but is not accurate 
	
	This page is not evident

	Legibility
	Paper must be typed by student to receive these points
	
	
	

	Mechanics & Grammar
	Paragraphs have no errors in punctuation, capitalization and/or spelling
	Paragraphs have 1 or 2 punctuation, capitalization and/or spelling errors
	Paragraphs have 3 to 5 punctuation, capitalization and/or spelling errors
	Paragraphs have 6 or more punctuation, capitalization and/or spelling errors

	Points
	
	
	
	


·  21 points or more are required for acceptance into Sodalitas.
