9

HILL COUNTRY

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL of Austin ADMISSIONS POLICIES

OUR MISSION

We partner with Christian families to impart truth, cultivate character, and inspire service while preparing
college-bound students to think logically, communicate effectively, and impact the world with the love of

Christ.

WHO WE SERVE

Hill Country Christian School of Austin is a PreK through 12th grade school that provides a Christ-centered,
classical, college-preparatory education. Students from Christian families are accepted into Hill Country
Christian School after demonstrating that they meet our admissions criteria. The following policies apply to
students seeking admission:

SPIRITUAL

At least one primary family member (parent, guardian, or the applying Middle or High School
student) must give a written and verbal testimony of personal faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and
Savior.

Parents must be united in their desire to have their child taught from a Christian perspective
reflective of the Statement of Faith.

According to its corporate bylaws, policies, and mission statement, Hill Country Christian School is
a “covenant school” designed to partner with Christian families in the education of children. Our
admission standards require that at least one parent profess Jesus as their Lord and Savior.
However, we acknowledge that some professing Christians choose to live apart from God’s will by
adopting a lifestyle that is contrary to biblical standards. At the same time, we seek to provide
clarity regarding Hill Country’s beliefs and teachings. as articulated in our Statement of Faith. For
example, all students must abide by the school’s code of conduct as it relates to appropriate
sexual expression and behavior. The school will explicitly teach truths associated with our
Statement of Faith honestly, prayerfully, sensitively, respectfully, contextually, age-appropriately,
and with the conviction that we all sin and are in need of God’s grace.

ACADEMIC

Students entering pre-kindergarten are given an academic and social-readiness screening to
determine developmental age and proper placement.

Students entering kindergarten are given an early childhood assessment to examine developing
reading, math, fine motor, and gross motor skills. A minimum score of 70 is required.

Students in grades 1-4 must demonstrate a capacity to succeed academically at Hill Country based
on reading level, as indicated on the Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA-2), and percent
mastery on a grade-level reading, math, grammar, and writing test administered by Hill Country
faculty.

Students in grades 5 and above must take the Independent School Entrance Exam (ISEE) to assess
their academic compatibility with our school. Our mission is to serve students with average to
above average academic ability, defined by scores ranging from Stanine 4 to 9 on all four
categories of the ISEE. Standardized test scores from a student’s previous school, report cards,
and recommendation forms are also considered in determining admittance.

Students must pass all core classes successfully at their present schools to be considered for
admission.

Transfer credits may be used as prerequisites for courses at Hill Country.

Contact us with questions: admissions@hccsa.org 512-331-7036 www.HillCountryChristianSchool.org
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Credits earned from other institutions may count toward a student’s graduation requirements, but
the credits will not appear on the Hill Country transcript and do not calculate into the cumulative
high school GPA.

Transfer students may be allowed variations in courses and subjects but must earn at least 28
credits to graduate from Hill Country.

Students are normally not considered for admission after the fall semester of 11th grade. Exceptions
may be made for students transferring from a similar private Christian school, children of school or
church staff, or by approval of the head of school.

BEHAVIORAL

Students must have a record of good behavior at their previous school(s).

Students with chronic discipline problems or multiple In-School Suspensions (ISS), Out-of-School
Suspensions, Alternative School placements, or expulsion from a school will not be considered for
admission.

OTHER

The application process may take several weeks to complete. Some applications may take longer
to process depending on testing, scheduling needs, and length of time it takes for applicants to
submit their required documentation. The Admissions Office will make every effort to expedite
each application.

Admission to Hill Country Christian School is a family commitment. Students must reside with a
parent or legal guardian who meets school admission policies. Each family must agree to support
school standards.

The parent or legal guardian must carry health insurance for their student and must maintain such
coverage as long as their student is enrolled at Hill Country.

To be eligible for enrollment, the student must comply with the school’s Immunization Policy.
Students enrolling in the three-year-old preschool program must be three by September 1.
Students enrolling in the four-year-old preschool program must be four by September 1.
Kindergarten students must be five by September 1.

All preschool students must be fully potty trained before the start of school in August.

To continue to be enrolled, a student must exhibit satisfactory academic achievement, emotional
stability, positive social behavior, good moral character, and a willingness to cooperate with
teachers and administration.

If no spots are available, qualified applicants will be placed in a wait pool. Candidates accepted
from the wait pool are not admitted on a “first come, first served” basis. The admissions committee
will select the most appropriate candidate if an opening becomes available. The school reserves
the right to give priority consideration to qualified siblings and alumni child applicants.

Contact us with questions: admissions@hccsa.org 512-331-7036 www.HillCountryChristianSchool.org
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